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Phascolotheridium, a new name for Phascolodon Simpson, 
1925 (Mammalia) preoccupied by Phascolodon Stein, 1859 
(Ciliophora, Phyllopharyngea) 

RICHARD L. CIFELLI and TREVOR D. DY-S 

The genus Phascolodon Simpson, 1925 (type species P. gidleyi, by monotypy), a 'triconodont' 
mammal, bears the same name as Phascolodon Stein, 1859 (type species P. vorticella, briefly 
described in Stein 1859a and described with illustration in Stein 1859b), a ciliated protistan. As 
Ciliophora are among the 'animal-like' protistans, they have been treated as Animalia for the 
purposes of nomenclature (e.g., Mayr 1969) and thus clearly are subject to the International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1999, Articles 1-2). The names are thus both avail- 
able homonyms. As there exists no synonym for the junior homonym, we hereby replace 
Phascolodon Simpson, 1925 with the substitute name Phascolotheridium, gen. n., in accor- 
dance with the Code (ICZN 1999, Articles 52,60). The intent of Simpson's original name was 
to reflect close similarity to Phascolotherium Owen, 1838 (a related but geologically older 
mammal). The substitute name retains the spirit of this intent, and assumes the diminutive form 
to reflect that it is smaller than Phascolotherium (see Simpson 1925, 1928). 

Acknowledgements. - We thank Peter Eigner, Deutsch Goritz, Steiermark, Austria; and Genoveva 
Esteban, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Windermere, Cumbria, UK for providing us with biblio- 
graphic information. 

References 

ICZN. 1999. International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, Fourth Edition, 306 pp. International Trust 
for Zoological Nomenclature, c/o The Natural History Museum, London. 

Mayr, E. 1969. Principles of Systematic Zoology. 428 pp. McGraw-Hill, New York. 
Owen, R. 1838. On the jaws of the Thylacotheriumprevostii (Valenciennes) from Stonesfield. -Proceed- 

ings of the Geological Society of London 3, 5-9. 
Simpson, G.G. 1925. Mesozoic Mammalia. I. American triconodonts: part 2. -American Journal of Sci- 

ence 10,334-358. 
Simpson, G.G. 1928. A Catalogue of the Mesozoic Mammalia in the Geological Department of the British 

Museum. 215 pp. Trustees of the British Museum, London. 
Stein, F. 1859a. Characteristik neuer Infusorien-Gattungen. - Lotos 9, 2. 
Stein, F. l859b. Der Organismus der Infusionsthiere nach eigenen Forschungen in systematischer Reihen- 

folge bearbeitet. I. Abtheilung. Allgemeiner Theil und Naturgeschichte der hypotrichen Znfusions- 
thiere. 206 pp. Verlag von Wilhelm Engelmann, Leipzig. 

Richard L. Cifelli [rlc@ou.edu], Oklahoma Museum of Natural History, 2401 Chautauqua, Norman, Oklahoma 
73072 USA; 
Trevor D. Dykes [ktdykes@nexgo.de], Klimtstrasse 4d, Nuremberg, Germany. 


