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Bernhard Ziegler 1998. Einfiihrung in die Paliobiologie. Teil 3. Spezielle Palaontologie:
Wurmer, Arthropoden, L ophophor aten, Echinoder maten. 666 pp., 631 text-figs. E. Schweit-
zerbart’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung,Stuttgart.

Professor Bernhard Ziegler of Stuttgart may be the Last Mohican of 'textbookology'. Single-
-handedly, he has produced a textbook which is detailed and of high standard, treating general and
systematic paleontology, and very well illustrated. This contrastswith the genera belief that current
scientificknowledgehas become so wide-ranging, that an important textbook can be only written by
ateam of specidistsand illustrators.

Thethirdvolumedf Ziegler's opus, reviewed herein, is publishedtwenty-sixyearsafter thefirst
part and comprisesmorphol ogical ,ontogeneti ¢, phyl ogenetic,ecol ogi cal , and taphonomi ccharacter-
istics, as well as systematicsand stratigraphic significanceof such groupsas ‘worms' (in the very
broad sense), arthropods, lophophorates (including brachiopods, bryozoans and graptolites) and
echinoderms.

Praiseworthy is the completeness of the book. Even small, problematic or newly described
groupsare not forgotten, so that thetext presentsan up-to-datereview of our current knowledge of
fossil invertebrates. The emphasisis mostly on higher rank taxa, i.e. no definitionsof families or
generaaregiven. Thusthetext cannot serveasafossil i dentificationguide, although numerous speci-
mens bel onging to species representing various higher-rank groupsareillustrated.

Professor Zieglerisavery zed ousbut modest author. His main purpose seemsto be a presentation
of avery accurate and well-organized report on what others, or idiographic pal eontology as a whole,
haveachieved. As neither changenor novelty hasscientificvalueinitself, BernhardZiegler'sown cre-
aive contribution consists also of care and skepticismin relation to the faddism of someinnovative
phylogenetictheories. Occasiondly, however, Ziegler makesbravetaxonomicdecisions, e.g., whenhe
placesthe famous Burgess ShalefossilsAnomal ocaris and Opabinia among the onychophorans.

The author has succeeded in justly selectingfrom the plethoradf theworld literaturetherealy
important publicationsas sourcesfor histext. An extensivehibliographyof morethan seven hundred
papersisincluded. Numerous examplesdocument the stratigraphicand facies distribution of fossils
from German and other European outcropsthat the author knows best.

Thelanguageof the book is ssimpleand very clear. The scopedf thetext is between standard in-
troductory textsand the Treatise on I nvertebrate Paleontology. Its arrangementis classicin that the
emphasisis on the morphology of fossils (and not, e.g., on their ecol ogy, evolution nor nomothetic
paleobiology).

Formerly, particularly in Germany, a genuine professor had to write a textbook to put together
thescientific productionof histimefor thebenefit of hisstudents, followersand posterity. Thanksto
Bernhard Ziegler, thisimportant tradition of earlier masters of the German 'textbookology', such as
Karl A.von Zittel or Arno Hermann Mullerisstill dive. Whilevon Zittel and Muller still character-
ized the most common fossil genera, Ziegler no longer includes|ower-rank descriptions, probably
because competingwith the Treatise by asingleindividual isimpossible, and becausethe rangesof
generachangeso'rapidly today, that it makes no sensetoincludethese ephemeral names and ranges
in atextbook that should last longer.
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