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A new ichthyosaur from the Lower Jurassic of Portugal (Iberian
Peninsula)
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Ichthyosaurs were a group of marine Mesozoic reptiles. Their presence in the Portuguese fossil

record is scarce and ranges from the Sinemurian to the Toarcian. In this work we describe a

new specimen—a nearly complete skull discovered in the Sinemurian of Praia de Agua de

Madeiros, Sao Pedro de Moel, Municipality of Marinha Grande (Portugal). This specimen

represents the most complete and best preserved cranial remains from the Iberian Peninsula

published to date. Phylogenetic analyses performed identified this specimen as a new genus

and species, Gadusarus aqualigneus, the first to be identified in the Iberian Peninsula. The species is
phylogenetically recovered as a baracromian ichthyosaur, part of the Neoichthyosauria and Parvipelvia
clades.
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