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First record of an extinct marabou stork in the Neogene of South America
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We describe a new large species of marabou stork, Leptoptilus patagonicus

(Ciconiiformes, Ciconiidae, Leptoptilini), from the late Miocene Puerto Madryn

Formation, Chubut Province, Argentina. The specimen consists mainly of wing and leg

bones, pelvis, sternum, cervical vertebrae, and a few fragments of the skull. We

provisionally adopt the traditional systematic scheme of ciconiid tribes. The specimen

is referred to the Leptoptilini on the basis of similarities in morphology and

intramembral proportions with the extant genera Ephippiorhynchus, Jabiru, and Leptoptilos.

The fossil specimen resembles in overall morphology and size the species of Leptoptilos, but also exhibits
several exclusive characters of the sternum, humerus, carpometacarpus, tibiotarsus, and pelvis.
Additionally, its wing proportions differ from those of any living taxon, providing support to erect a new
species. This is the first record of the tribe Leptoptilini in the Tertiary of South America.
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